THE INVENTION CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A label for storing data related to medicine taken by an infonnation- 
challenged person, comprising: 

a substrate; 

a memory for storing data related to medicine being taken by the information- 
challenged person, said memory being provided on said substrate; 

a transceiver provided on said substrate and coupled to said memory, said 
transceiver being capable of receiving data and storing said data in said memory, and 
further being capable of retrieving said data stored in said memory and transmitting 
said data. 

2. A label as defined in claim 1, wherein said memory is storing data which 
includes at least one of a description of the medicine, an identification of the 
infoi-mation-challenged person, an identification of a physician prescribing the 
medicine; drug reactions regarding the infomiation-challenged person, medical 
records of the infoiination-challenged person, side effects related to the medicine, the 
present medical condition of the infomiation-challenged person, the past medical 
condition of the information-challenged person, a physiological trait of the 
infomiation-challenged person, a characteristic of the infomiation-challenged person, 
a description of conditions of administration of the medicine; and instructions 
regarding accessing stored in a remotely located database. 

3. A container comprising: 

a body for holding a medicine; 

a memory provided on said body, said memory for storing data related to 
medicine being taken by an infomiation-challenged person, and 

a transceiver coupled to said memory, said transceiver being capable of 
receiving data and storing said data in said memory, and further being capable of 
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retrieving said data stored in said memoiy and transmitting said data. 

4. A container as defined in claim 3, wherein said memory is storing data which 
includes at least one of a description of the medicine, an identification of the 
information-challenged person, an identification of a physician prescribing the 
medicine; drug reactions regarding the information-challenged person, medical 
records of the infomiation-challenged person, side effects related to the medicine, the 
present medical condition of the infomiation-challenged person, the past medical 
condition of the information-challenged person, a physiological trait of the 
infonnati on-challenged person, a characteristic of the information-challenged person, 
a description of conditions of administration of the medicine; and instructions 
regarding accessing information stored in a remotely located database. 

5. A container as defined in claim 3, wherein said memory and said transceiver 
are provided on a substi'ate which is mounted on said container. 

6. A combination comprising: 

a label, a two dimension bar code provided on said label, said two dimension 
bar code containing infomiation related to medicine being taken by an information- 
challenged person; and 

a retrieval device, said retrieval device including means for retrieving data 
from said two dimension bar code, means for interpreting said retrieved data, and 
means for conveying said interpreted data to the information-challenged person in a 
foiTU understandable to the information-challenged person. 

7. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said two dimension bar code 
has data thereon including at least one of a description of the medicine, an 
identification of the information-challenged person, an identification of a physician 
prescribing said medicine; drug reactions regarding the infonnation-challenged 
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person, medical records of the infomiation-challenged person, side effects related to 
said medicine, the present medical condition of the infomiation-challenged pei'son, the 
past medical condition of the infomiation-challenged person, a physiological trait of 
the infomiation-challenged person, a characteristic of the infomiation-challenged 
person, a description of conditions of administration of the medicine; and instructions 
regarding accessing infomiation stored in a remotely located database. 

8. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said retrieval device farther 
includes means for storing said data retrieved from said label. 

9. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said conveying means is 
capable of scrolling tlirough said inteipreted data when conveyed to the infomiation- 
challenged person. 

10. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said conveying means is 
capable of randomly playing said interpreted data when conveyed to the information- 
challenged person. 

1 1 . The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said retrieval device further 
includes a transmitter for transmitting said retrieved data to a remotely-located 
database. 

12. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said retrieval device is a 
mobile telephone. 

13. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said retrieval device is a 
wireless organizer. 

14. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said retrieval device includes 



20 



a retrieval device memory, and means for accessing information from a remote 
database and storing said infomiation in said retrieval device memory. 

1 5. The combination as defined in claim 14, wherein said retrieval device is a 
mobile telephone. 

5 1 6. The combination as defin£d in claim 14, wherein said retrieval device is a 
wireless organizer. 

1 7. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a speech synthesizing means for converting said inteipreted data into 
audible speech. 

1 8. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a display for visually displaying said inteipreted data in alphabetical 
characters. 

19. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a display for visually displaying said interpreted data in graphics. 

15 20. The combination as defined in claim 6, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a Braille synthesizer. 

21 . A combination comprising: 

a radio frequency identification label code containing information related to 
medicine being taken by an information-challenged person; and 
2 0 a retrieval device, said retrieval device including means for retrieving data 

from said radio frequency identification label, means for interpreting said retrieved 
data, and means for conveying said interpreted data to the information-challenged 
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person in a form understandable to the infonnation-challenged person. 

22. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said radio fi-equency 
identification label includes a memory and a transceiver coupled to said memory, said 
transceiver being capable of receiving data and storing said data in said memoiy, and 

5 further being capable of retrieving said data stored in said memory and transmitting 
said data. 

23. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said infonnation includes at 
least one of a description of the medicine, an identification of the infonnation- 
challenged person, an identification of a physician prescribing said medicine; drag 
reactions regarding the inforaiation-challenged person, medical records of the 
infonnation-challenged person, side effects related to said medicine, the present 
medical condition of the infonnation-challenged person, the past medical condition of 
the information-challenged person, a physiological trait of the infonnation-challenged 
person, a characteristic of the infonnation-challenged person, a description of 
conditions of administration of the medicine; and instructions regarding accessing 
infonnation stored in a remotely located database. 

24. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said retrieval device includes 
means for editing said data in said memory. 

25. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said retrieval device fijrther 
2 0 includes means for storing said data retrieved from said label. 

26. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said conveying means is 
capable of scrolling through said data when conveyed to the information-challenged 
person. 
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27. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said conveying means is 
capable of randomly playing said data when conveyed to the inforaiation-challenged 
person. 

28. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said retrieval device fijrther 
includes a transmitter for transmitting said data to a remotely-located database. 

29. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said retrieval device is a 
mobile telephone. 

30. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said retrieval device is a 
wireless organizer. 

3 1 . The combination as defined in claim 21 , wherein said retrieval device includes 
a retrieval device memoiy, and means for accessing information from a remote 
database and storing said iiifomiation in said retrieval device memory. 

32. The combination as defined in claim 31, wherein said retrieval device is a 
mobile telephone. 

33. The combination as defined in claim 3 1 , wherein said retrieval device is a 
wireless organizer. 

34. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a speech synthesizing means for converting said data into audible speech. 

35. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a display for visually displaying said interpreted data in alphabetical 
characters. 



36. The combination as defined in claim 21, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a display for visually displaying said inteipreted data in graphics. 

37. The combination as defined m claim 21, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a Braille synthesizer. 

38. A combination comprising: 

a container, non-text data provided on said container, said non-text data 
containing information related to medicine being taken by an information-challenged 
person; and 

a retrieval device, said retrieval device including means for retrieving said 
non-text data from said container, means for interpreting said non-text data, and 
means for conveying said non-text data to the information-challenged person in a 
fomi understandable to the information-challenged person. 

39. The combination a-s defined in claim 38, wherein said non-text data is 
provided in a memory provided on said container, said container further including a 
transceiver coupled to said memoiy, said transceiver being capable of receiving data 
and storing said non-text data in said memory, and further being capable of retrieving 
said non-text data stored in said memory and transmitting said non-text data. 

40. The combination as defined in claim 39, wherein the non-text data includes at 
least one of a description of the medicine, an identification of the information- 
challenged person, an identification of a physician prescribing said medicine; drug 
reactions regarding the infomaati on-challenged person, medical records of the 
infomiation-challenged person, side effects related to said medicine, the present 
medical condition of the information-challenged person, the past medical condition of 
the infomiation-challenged person, a physiological trait of the information-challenged 
person, a characteristic of the information-challenged person, a description of 
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conditions of administration of the medicine; and instmctions regarding accessing 
information stored in a remotely located database. 

41 . The combination as defined in claim 39, wherein said memory and said 
transceiver are provided on a label which is mounted on said container. 

42. The combination as defined in claim 39, wherein said retrieval device includes 
means for editing said data in said memory. 

43. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein the non-text data includes at 
least one of a description of the medicine, an identification of the infomiation- 
challenged person, an identification of a physician prescribing said medicine; drug 
reactions regarding the infoimation-challenged person, medical records of the 
infomiation-challenged person, side effects related to said medicine, the present 
medical condition of the infomiation-challenged person, the past medical condition of 
the information-challenged person, a physiological trait of the infomiation-challenged 
person, a chai-acteristic of the infomiation-challenged person, a description of 
conditions of administration of the medicine; and instmctions regarding accessing 
inforaiation stored in a remotely located database. 

44. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said retrieval device further 
includes means for storing said non-text data retrieved from container. 

45. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said conveying means is 
capable of scrolling through said data when conveyed to the information-challenged 
person. 

46. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said conveying means is 
capable of randomly playing said data when conveyed to the infoimation-challenged 



person. 



47. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said retrieval device further 
includes a transmitter for transmitting said data to a remotely-located database. 

48. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said retrieval device is a 
mobile telephone. 

49. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said retrieval device is a 
wireless organizer. 

50. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said retrieval device includes 
a retrieval device memory, and means for accessing information from a remote 
database and storing said infonnation in said retrieval device memory. 

5 1 . The combination as defined in claim 50, wherein said retrieval device is a 
mobile telephone. 

52. The combination as defined in claim 50, wherein said retrieval device is a 
wireless organizer. 

53. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a speech synthesizing means for converting said data into audible speech. 

54. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a display for visually displaying said interpreted data in alphabetical 
characters. 
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The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said conveying means 



comprises a display for visually displaying said inteipreted data in graphics. 

56. The combination as defined in claim 38, wherein said conveying means 
comprises a Braille synthesizer. 

57. A retriever for processing data related to medicine taken by an iiifonnation- 
challenged person, comprising: 

a memory storing data related to medicine being taken by the infomiation- 
challenged person; 

means for retrieving said non-text data firom an article; 
means for interpreting said non-text data; and 

means for conveying said non-text data to the infomiation-challenged person 
in a fomi understandable to the infomiation-challenged person. 

58. A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said data includes at least one of a 
descripfion of the medicine, an idenfification of the information-challenged person, an 
identification of a physician prescribing the medicine; drag reactions regarding the 
information-challenged person, medical records of the inforaiation-challenged person, 
side effects related to the medicine, the present medical condition of the information- 
challenged person, the past medical condition of the information-challenged person, a 
physiological fa-ait of the infonnation-challenged person, a characteristic of the 
infomiation-challenged person, a description of conditions of administration of the 
medicine; and instmctions regarding accessing stored in a remotely located database. 

59. A retriever as defined in claim 57, farther includes means for storing said non- 
text data retrieved from the article. 

60. A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said conveying means is capable of 
scrolling through said data when conveyed to the inforaiation-challenged person. 
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61 . A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said conveying means is capable of 
randomly playing said data when conveyed to the infomiation-challenged person. 

62. A retriever as defined in claim 57, further including a transmitter for 
transmitting said data to a remotely-located database. 

63. A retriever as defined in cjaim 57, wherein said retrieval device is a mobile 
telephone. 

64. A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said retrieval device is a wireless 
organizer. 

65. A retriever as defined in claim 57, further including means for accessing 
infomiation from a remote database and storing said information in said memory. 

66. A retriever as defined in claim 65, wherein said retrieval device is a mobile 
telephone. 

67. A retriever as defined in claim 65, wherein said retrieval device is a wireless 
organizer. 

68. A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said conveying means comprises a 
speech synthesizing means for converting said data into audible speech. 

69. A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said conveying means comprises a 
display for visually displaying said interpreted data in alphabetical characters. 

70. A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said conveying means comprises a 
display for visually displaying said interpreted data in graphics. 
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71 . A retriever as defined in claim 57, wherein said conveying means comprises a 
Braille synthesizer. 

72. A retriever as defined in claim 57, further including means for editing data 
stored in said memory. 

5 73. A method for assuring proper administration of medicine comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a container having non-text data provided thereon containing 
infomiation related to medicine being taken by an information-challenged person; 

providing a retrieval device, said retrieval device including means for 
10 retrieving said non-text data from said container, means for interpreting said non-text 
data, and means for conveying said non-text data to the information-challenged person 
in a fomi understandable to the infoimation-challenged person; 

using said retrieval device to retrieve said non-text data from said container; 

using said retrieval device to inteipret said non-text data; and 
1 5 using said retrieval device to convey said non-text data to the information- 

challenged person in a fomi understandable to the infoniiation-challenged person. 

74. A method as defined in claim 73, further including the step of editing the non- 
text data provided in said memory. 

75. A method as defined in claim 73, further including the step of using said 
2 0 retrieval device to retrieve information from a remote database. 

76. A method for assuring proper administration of medicine comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a container; 

labeling said container vv'ith non-text data containing infonnation related to 
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medicine being taken by an infonnation-challenged person. 

77. An apparatus for an infonnation challenged person to determine information 
on a medicine container, said apparatus comprising: 

a two-dimensional bar code label, said label enabling storage of information 
separated in at least two levels; 

scanning means for scanning said information contained in said two- 
dimensional label; 

a processing unit connected to said scamiing means to receive said scanned 
infomiation from said scanning means, said processing unit including means for 
decoding said scanned infomiation from said scanning means, memory means for 
storing said decoded infonnation, means for allowing said infomation challenged 
person to scroll through said at least two levels of infonnation, and means for 
conveying said infonnation to the infonnation challenged person in a foini 
understandable to said infonnation challenged person. 

78. An apparatus as defined in claim 77, wherein said scamiing means uses 
electro- optical light energy to scan said two-dimensional bar code label. 

79. An apparatus as defined in claim 77, wherein said conveying means includes 
speech processor and a speaker. 

80. An apparatus as defined in claim 79, wherein said processor unit further 
includes vohune control means for regulating the volume for said spealcer. 

81. An apparatus for an information challenged person to determine information 
on a medicine container, said apparatus comprising: 

a radio frequency identification label for storing infonnation separated in at 
least two levels; 
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scanning means for scaning said infomiation contained in said two- 
dimensional label; 

a processing unit connected to said scanning means to receive said scanned 
infonnation from said scanning means, said processing unit including means for 
decoding said scanned information from said scanning means, memoiy means for 
storing said decoded infonnation, means for allowing said infonnation challenged 
person to scroll through said at least two levels of infonnation, and means for 
conveying said infonnation to the infonnation challenged person in a fonn 
understandable to said information challenged person. 

82. An apparatus as defined in claim 81, wherein said scanning means uses radio 
frequency waves to scan said radio frequency identification label. 

83. An apparatus as defined in claim 81, wherein said conveying means includes a 
speech processor and a speaker. 

84. An apparatus as defined in claim 83, wherein said processor unit further 
includes volume control means for regulating the volume for said speaker. 
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